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nown harbour of the Peloponnesus, situated on the gulf of that
amc. The town was destroyed five centuries before the birth
f Christ. But to us people of the modern world it is of more
ircct importance than even Athens or Rome. For it was here
lat long before the beginning of written history civilization for
ic first time touched the shores of savage Europe.
In order to understand how this came about, look at the three
lalf-submcrged ridges of the great Balkan hand that reaches from
Lurope to Asia. These fingers are composed of islands. Those
dands nowadays belong to Greece except for a few in the eastern
>art of the Aegean which Italy has occupied and continues to
iccupy for the reason that no other nation wants to go to war on
xxount of a few worthless rocks in a distant sea. For convcni-
ncc sake we divide those islands into two groups, the Cyclades
icar the Grecian coast, and the Sporades near the coast of Asia
Amor. Those islands, as St Paul knew, are within short sailing
listance of each other. And they formed the bridge across which
he civilization of Egypt and Babylonia and Assyria moved west-
ward until it reached the shores of Europe. Meanwhile that
:ivilization, under the influence of those early immigrants of
Asiatic origin who had settled down on the Aegean islands, had
dready been very distinctly * Eastcrnized,' and it was in that form
that finally it reached Mycenae, which should have become what
Athens afterwards became, the centre of the classical Greek
world.
Why didn't this happen? We do not know. No more than
we know why Marseilles, the logical successor to Athens as the
dominating power of the Mediterranean, should have been forced
to surrender that honour to a very modern and very upstart vil-
lage called Rome. The short-lived glory of Mycenae and its
abrupt decline will ever remain a mystery.
But, you will object, all that is history and this is supposed to
be a book on geography. But in Greece, as in many ancient
lands, history and geography have become so interwoven that the
two cannot be discussed separately. And from a modern point of
view there arc only a few geographical items really worth
mentioning*